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_ Yiam H: Kennedy of San Diego “with-"

. -*His silence will not be‘tolerated

,lrce the Directorate of Federal Se-|
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». WXS'HINGTON g Presrdentl
Reagan will fire.U.S. Attorney Wil-

in a matter of days” if Kennedy con-
tinues his refusal to resign, a high-.
ranking White House ofﬁcxal said,
yesterday e R o

‘past the weekend,” the official said
of Kennedy.-The-attorney was not
available for comment, but has been:
quoted by an associate as saying he;

will refuse the-Justice Department |

‘request to resign because he publicly-
-confirmed. the : xdentrty of a.ClA
‘source. . .. B N M TR Buy~,

- Attorney General Wllham Frenclz:
Smrth decided Wednesday that Ken-,
‘nedy, 51, should be .removed. ‘fromr
.office for having publicly. confirmed
"a San Diego: Union. story ‘that ré-

‘vealed the.CIA  blocked . Kennedy's] -
’prosecutxon of - the intelligence

‘source, Miguel Nassar. Haro. Nassar,
‘former chief of México’s national po-

“eurity; has been linked to an §8 mil-
_lion. Southern . California stolen-car
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SAN DIECO UNION
4 April 1982

"As Kennedy has continued in his
refusal to resign, support for the em-
battled prosecutor has grown in San
Diego where Mayor Wilson and Po-
lice Chief Bill Kolender have con-
tacted admmstrauon ofﬁcrals on his

.behalf. s
. "The. Wlnte House offxcral who
‘asked- not to be identified, “said: “T
can't see:the admrmstratron backing
off and:not supporting the’ attorney
.general. Obvrously, if we're- going to
‘move, . we should move before the
.ball getstoolng"- R

- “That’s  too ‘bad,” Kolender sald
'yesterday when _told - of -the’ White]
House official's comments, which hej
described as reflecting a pretty nar
row viewpoint.” - < fiydi al

Kolender said if Kennedy made
mlstake -termination .-is:'way tod
harsh. All he.did was te]l the truth.”

The-White House- omcral said. a
‘\lew York Times report yesterday
about, Smith’s recommendatxon that
Kennedy be fired was engineered by
“the administration. He said the Whitd
house wanted “tosend a s”g@l to Mc

Kennedy that his optxon tlme was runmng
L ASEE
. -The oftlcral suggested Kennedy should
“agree today - to resxon wrthm say, 30
days »o i,': IS ej
ZIf he has not resxgned by tomorrow th
official said, the President is likely to act
on-Smith’s request to fire the prosecutor.
“We probably would do it today, lf it were
nof a weekend,” the official said.
.The President is spending the weekend
at t Camp David, and the Kennedy matter is
not considered grave enough to bring to his

. attentron before tornorrow ~the official

sand B
LE ;[f Mr Reagan is forced to take action
rémove Kennedy, he . would 'convey the
order in a letter. Kennedy also would be
notified by telephone rmmedxately, the offi-
cnal said. . o
Under the law, an attorney general can
request ‘the resignation of a U.S. attorney
bu; only 4 president can fire one.’ . ;' i3
! #The; White House official,. echomg opm-
ions expressed in recent days, by Justice;
Department ‘officials familiar ' with - the]
case, said Kennedy, appointed to his post]
bye Mr. Reagan, made a- “mistake” in’ pub-
licly conﬁrmmg the'story‘on.‘ the blocked
p ecution. ;< %
+<He put the U.S governments stamp of ]
nncxty on that story;-and that is un-
forg;vable, the official said. “The damage
w'is)lone.when he acted pubhcly e gt
A;;J‘he CIA said last week that when Nassar
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left his Mexican government position in
January, the'agency no longer objected to
his prosecution. One CIA official said he
expected Nassar would be indicted in the
case, in which cars were stolen from San
Drego and Orange counties and smugaled
mto Mexico. i

After the Union’s story was pubhshed
associate attorney general Rudolph Giuli-
‘ani telephoned Kennedy and ordered him
to come to Washington last Monday to ex-
‘plain his actxons to Justxce Department of-
ﬁcrals. o i

. Kennedy met Monday afternoon wrth Gl-
‘uliani and deputy attorney general Edward
C. Schmults. On Tuesday the officials
‘conferred with the White House and col-
lecftjed other relevant mformatlon sources
‘sai cy

The rnatter was presented to Smrth on
Wednesday morning. One source said the
attorney general spoke with presidential
counselor Edwin Meese before decxdmv
that Kenredy should resrgn :

- Meese, who lwed inLa Mesa before Jom-
‘ing the administration, cleared the way for
Kennedy s appointment to the federal pro-
secutor’s job. However, Meese apparently
has not attempted to help him in the cur:
rent controversy SIS _,5.; -

Giuliani telephoned Kennedy on Wednes-
day mght to tell hlm of Srmth s decrsxon
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